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WHAT, AGAIN 
Yes, again we are remodeling and this time it is really important--among other 
_things, it means a change in location for the department head. Grouped in the 
center of the second floor will be the departmental secretarial office, office 
of the department head, a conference room, drafting room,and restrooms. The soil 
and water group, with the exception of Dr. Fenzl and Mr. Mitchell~ who will re-
tain the office in the Research Laboratory,will be locateci in the northwest cor-
ner of the second floor. The former drafting room--202--will be used for publi-
cation storage and distribution under the continued direction of Mrs. Freebairn 
(Marge to most of us), as well as for general storage, a student lounge, and a 
ladies' lounge. A portion of 201--the large assembly room--will have been taken 
in the changes described earlier, .but enough will remain to make a desirable class-
room along the east exterior wall of the second floor. The field power and ma-
chinery group will occupy the entire first floor. I hope my description will 
whet your curiosity sufficiently to make you visit us--we will be looking forward 
to showing you our new facilities any time after March 1. 
NEW FACES 
Peter D. Bloome, '65, Carlinville, a February agricultural engineering graduate 
is undergoing training and indoctrination for assignment as an area agricultural 
engineer in District I, Dixon. Peter will probably be on the job sometime in the 
late spring. In the meantime he is working closely with state subject-matter 
specialists as well as with Mr. Marvin Hall and his area associates in District II. 
Larry Kaufman, '65, Galena, another February graduate, is a part-time research 
assistant in the department, as is Marvin ·Janssen, '64, Baileyville. Basharat 
Khan, from the Government Agricultural College, Rewa, M.P., India, came in early 
February as an irregular student in the department for the next few months. Also 
from India and joining the departmental group in February as a graduate student 
was Ram A. Rastogi, a former staff member at the UP Agricultural University, Pant-
nagar, Nainital. William H. Dunlap, Selma, Alabama, holding both bachelor and 
master of science degrees in agricultural engineering from Auburn University, is 
scheduled to join the staff soon as a Hackett Teaching Fellow. 
NOTEWORTrN DEPARTMENTAL EVENTS 
For the sixth year in seven,the department,in cooperation with the Illinois Farm 
Electrification Council, held a materials handling and grain drying workshop 
January 19-21. Some 200 persons participated--by far the largest number to date. 
An outstanding program had been arranged by a planning committee headed by 
Dr. E. F. Olver, with members from both educational and industrial groups. The 
faculty had many outstanding members, including such individuals as Dr. Udo Rie-
mann, lecturer in agricultural engineering,Kiel University, Germany; W. V. Hukill, 
-2-
agricultural engineering, Agricultural Research Service, U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, and an international authority on fundamentals of grain drying; Pro-
fessor Donald Paarlburg, agricultural econornist,Purdue University; Paul C. John-
son, editorial director, Prairie Farmer; and our own W. J. Fletcher, '50,associate 
editor, Successful Farming. Equally outstanding was the student group, with at 
least eight graduate engineers; several professors from both the United States 
and Canada; executives from commercial concerns; and an executive vice-president 
of a major electric power supplier. 
'Twas sorta like the slow boat to China, but fun nevertheless. The Chicago Sec-
tion, ASAE, arranged for a special railroad car to the Winter Meeting in New Or-
leans. Passengers included many departmental staff members as well as repre-
sentatives from Missouri, Wisconsin, Indiana, and Ohio. Rest assured, there was 
many a bridge or cribbage hand between Champaign and New Orleans via day coach. 
Just as the remodeling was at its height on February 1, some 176 Winter Short 
Course students carne to the department. They really enliven the surroundings. 
They are, in the main, young farmers who will be with us for a six-week period. 
Courses taught in agricultural engineering include farm power under Dr. Donnell 
Hunt, with 36 enrolled; farm electrification, Professor Harold Beaty, 26; farm 
buildings, Professor E. L. Hansen, 16; surveying and drainage, Professor Ralph 
Hay, 29; farm welding and advanced farm welding, Dr. R. F. Espenschied, 20 and 19, 
respectively; and farm machinery, Professor Paul Bateman, 30. If you are aware 
of the facilities available to the department, you will appreciate the fact that 
"enliven" is probably the understatement of the year. Yet they are fine young 
men and we are delighted to have them in the department. 
HERE AND THERE 
Professor Ralph C. Hay was recently elected to the grade of Fellow in the American 
Society of Agricultural Engineers. This is a grade of membership having honorary 
status to which engineers of distinction may be elected, but for which they may 
not apply. 
Two other February graduates were Roger W. Curry, Port Byron, now an engineer 
with the John Deere Planter Works, Moline, and Alvin L. Menzel, Huntley, who has 
accepted employment with the John Deere Des Moines Works. 
A recent recipient of the master ofscience degree was William (Bill) J. Teaford. 
Bill received his bachelor of science degree in agricultural engineering from 
Kansas State University in 1959 and became a part-time assistant in the depart-
ment in February 1961. Before completing the thesis requirernent,he accepted his 
present employment with the John Deere Tractor Works as a development engineer. 
Despite his full-time employment, he finished his thesis in good style and met 
the Graduate College time limitations for completion of an advanced degree pro-
gram. This doesn't happen too often. Congratulations to the Teafords on two 
counts: (1) completion of the degree and (2) arrival of a baby daughter. 
It's officially now Doctor Errol David Rqdda, '51 and M.S. '60. Errol recently 
completed all requirements for the doctor of philosophy degree from Purdue Uni-
versity. He is presently a member of the staff of the College of Engineering, 
University of California, Davis. 
After 4 1/2 years ofactive duty with the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey,Jarnes B. 
Allen, '58, has resigned and is now a graduate student at Louisiana State Uni-
versity. He expects to receive his master of science degree in agricultural engi-
neering in June. 
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Recent v1s1tors to the department included Charles Spillman, '60 and M.S. '63, 
presently on the agricultural engineering staff, Michigan State University, and 
Dr. John Replogle, '56 and M.S. '58, agricultural engineer with the U.S. Water 
Conservation Laboratory, Tempe, Arizona. As this letter was being written, 
A. Stephen Paydon, '40, Plainfield, came by to say hello. Stephen is a member 
of the Dean's Advisory Committee, College of Agriculture. Dr. R. M. (Bob) Peart, 
M.S. '57, and his wife, Virginia,were campus visitors during the Christmas holi-
days. Bob continues as a member of the agricultural engineering staff at Purdue 
University. 
Saturday, February 13, is an important date in the department because that even-
ing the agricultural engineering staff wives will stage a Western Party at the 
Farm Bureau Building, Springfield Avenue, Champaign. Mrs. Sandra Bubenzer is in 
charge of general arrangements, and on the basis of advanced ticket sales it seems 
that many cowboys and cowgirls will be off-the-range that evening. 
Mars M. Hornish,Ag. Mech. '26, is engaged in the real estate business in Washing-
ton, Illinois, and resides at 107 North Elm Street. Mr. Harnish was president 
of the Illini Ag. Mech. Club in 1925-26. 
On December 15, 1964, Dean Everitt announced that the College of Engineering Com-
mittee on Professional Awards had finished its work of developing the new Alumni 
Honor Award for Distinguished Service in Engineering. The plan is that the first 
awards will be made in May 1965 at a joint convocation of students, faculty, and 
alumni. Professor J. 0. Smith, Department of Theoretical and Applied Mechanics, 
is chairman of the College Committee, and our departmental representative is 
Dr. B. A. Jones, Jr. 
The Central Illinois Chapter, American Society of Agricultural Engineers, will 
join the Quad-City and Chicago Chapters and the Wisconsin Section in a meeting at 
Rockford, Illinois, on Friday, April 30. The program is still in the formative 
stage but will probably include a tour of the Case Company plant and two concur-
rent two-hour technical sessions, one dealing with reduced tillage methods and 
the other with the role of computer sciences in engineering design. 
ALUMNI SKETCHES 
Class of 1936 
Charles W. Ramsey, Aledo, is farming. 
Richard A. Duncan is president of the International Cane Machinery Corporation, 
Jeanerette, Louisiana, and lives at 213 Bendel Road, Apartment 26, Lafayette, 
Louisiana. Richard served for nearly a score of years as assistant engineer, 
agricultural engineer,department head, and finally chief engineer forthe Hawaiian 
Sugar Planters Association in Hawaii. The firm with which he is currently asso-
ciated manufactures machinery on a royalty basis based on patents held by the 
Hawaiian Development Company. 
Class of 1937 
Since 1954, Willard H. Bixby has been president of the American Device Manufac-
turing Company, Steelville, Illinois. Mail boxes and post office lock boxes are 
the chief products. Willard and Mrs. Bixby (Helen Bogan) live at 609 W. Harold 
Street, Steelville. They have two sons, Don, purchasing agent for the American 
Device Manufacturing Company,aand Jon, a high school senior. Following his grad-
uation, Willard was an agricultural engineer for the REA, 1938-41, and president 
of the Bixby Machine Company, St. Louis, manufacturers of shoe machinery, 1946-54. 
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Eugene W. McGaan lives at 13505 Parker Avenue, Grandview,Missouri~ with his wife 
and daughter. He has spent most of his professional life in soil and water ac-
tivities. Almost immediately after graduation, he became an engineer in a CCC 
Drainage Camp near Gilman, Illinois, and continued with the Soil Conservation 
Service until 1941 in various CCC camp assignments. The war years found him a 
captain in the armed services, serving as an engineer in General Science and vari-
ous aviation units. After the war he returned to the Soil Conservation Service 
and for two years served as engineer for the Southeast Iowa Soil Conservation 
District and then for three years (until 1951) as a GS-9 on a flood survey party 
with headquarters at Kansas City, Missouri. Paper work finally caught up with 
him, and for the next four years (until 1955) he was in contract administration, 
Kansas City District, Corps of Engineers. Since that time he has been a civil 
engineer (GS-12) with the Air Defense Command, Department of the Air Force, at a 
base near Grandview, Missouri. He is concerned with programs, general require-
ment~ and facilities support. Eugene holds membership and has been active in the 
Soil Conservation Society of America and the Missouri Chapter and in the Society 
of American Military Engineers and the Kansas City Local Post. 
Class of 1938 
Dale I. Cronkhite, Rural Route 2, Rossville, Illinois, provides a professional 
agricultural engineering service for farmers and drainage districts. He also 
serves as a farm manager and farm operator. Dale is a registered professional 
engineer in both Illinois and Ohio. After graduation he spent a year as a design 
engineer, Research Department, David Bradley Manufacturing Works; for the next 
three years he was an engineer with the Soil Conservation Service, serving in a 
CCC Drainage Camp near Tuscol~ the period 1942-46 found him again a design engi-
neer with the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co., Akron; and just before establishing 
his present business he was head of the agricultural engineering department, 
Opekasit Farm Management, Inc., Lebanon, Ohio. 
One alumnus who has moved only one time since he graduated is S. H. Woodward. 
After three years with the Oliver Corporation in South Bend, Indiana, he joined 
the John Deere Ottumwa Works in 1941, where he is presently located. He lives 
at 186 Carter, Ottumwa, Iowa. 
After receiving his bachelor of science degree in agricultural engineering, 
Robert F. Skelton continued with a master of science degree in T. and A.M.,which 
he received in 1941. He was a junior staff member in the department from 1938 
to 1942; for a year, 1946-47, he served as a test engineer for the B. F. Good-
rich Co., Akron, Ohio; and then for some ten years he was associated with the 
Belle City Manufacturing Company (later Belle City Engineering Company and Belle 
City Engineering Company, Inc.) in Racine, Wisconsin, as design engineer, chief 
engineer, and president. In August 1957, he moved to Bluffton, Indiana,as vice-
president of Mix-Mill, the position he presently occupies. Bob is married to the 
former Marion F. Smith (B.S., University of Illinois, 1940, and M.S., Ball State 
Teachers College, 1964). They have two children, Robert F., Jr., 18, a sophomore 
at Parsons College, and Suzanne F., 11. Their address is Rural Route 3, Box 30, 
Bluffton, Indiana. 
Have you completed the alumni information sheet you received recently? Several 
hundred have. A future edition of the Newsletter will be devoted almost exclusively 
to alumni news. We cannot include you unless we have word of your activities. 
Best wishes. 
Frank B. Lanham 
